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THE  TWO  PROCLAMATIONS. 


SPEECH 


HON.  JAMES    BROOKS, 


BEFORE    THE 


Democratic  Union  Association,  Sept.  29th,  1862. 


Hon.  James  Brooks,  on  rising,  was  received 
with  great  cheering.  As  soon  as  silence  was 
restored,  he  said  : — 

Mb.  Chaib3i.\>'  and  GENTLEaiEN  :— I  am  well 
aware  of  thf  responi^ibility  under  which  any 
public  speaker  aodresses  any  public  meeting  in 
a  crisis  like  thin.  I  am  well  awar«,  that  this 
hitherto  proud  land  of  liberty,  of  which  we  all 
have  boasted  and  in  ^vhich  we  all  have  lived,  is 
now  not  altogether  free,  for  free  discussion,  free 
speech,  or  a  free  press.  ("  Thars  so,"  and  ap- 
plause. Another  voice — "  We'll  make  it  so.") 
Everyone  who  comes  before  the  public  fear- 
lessly to  utter  his  sentiments,  to  yay  now  wLat 
hitherto  has  been  accrded  to  all  by  every  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  assumes  a  re- 
sponsibility which  every  public  speaker  would 
gladly  avoid  i^  he  could.  I  have  intereHts,  I 
have  associations,  I  have  responsibihties,  I  hare 
a  family,  and  I  am  not  eatiefied  ye*,  that  if  what, 
I  say  here  does  not  suit  the  adminiatj-ation  in 
power,  that  I  may  not  be  draggei}  snd  incar- 
cr-rated  where  many  a  man  has  been  dragged 
without  trial.  ("  No  you  won't,"  and  applaiife.) 
NeverthelesH,  I  feel  that  I  spesk  as  it  were,  a 
candidate  for  the  Baptile  thi^  evening,  bat  I 
shall  speak  freely,  boldly,  and  fearlessly,  though 
with  due  respect  to  the  admintstraiion.  (Loud 
cheers.) 

THE  DISTINCTION  BV.TWKKN  ADMINISTEATION  AND 
OKJYEENTIIENT. 

A  new  era  has  come  in  upon  us  ;  new  logic 
has  arisen  ;  new  law  is  expounded  ;  new  exposi- 
tors of  the  Constitution  have  sprung  up.  There 
was  assembled,  Sunday  evening,  in  a  reighbor- 
ing  city,  in  no  lager  bier  saloon,  in  no  Irish  porter 
hctise,  where  a  like  discujsion  would  have  been 
suppressed  by  the  police,  but  in  the  holy  Puri- 
tan church  of  Brooklyn,  a  political  meeting, 
(great  hissing)  in  which  the  reverend  expositor 


of  the  Constitution  laid  down  this  creed,  as  I 
find  it  reported : 

"There  can  be  ouly  two  parlies  now  in  this 
country — one  for  liberty  and  the  President,  and 
the  other  foi-  the  South  nnd  for  nlnvery.  I  know 
it  is  said  tnat  the  Prtsideni.  is  not  the  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  Constitution  is  tbe  government. 
What!  a  sbeep.-kin  parchment  a  government  1 
*  *  Presid-iut  Liucolo,  his  cabinet,  the  heads 
of  the  execurive  departments,  are  tne  govern- 
ment,, a.ijd  vaen  have  got  to  take  their  choice 
whether  they  wUl  go  against  the  government." 

And  the  President  h?mself  has  fallen  into  a 
like  error  in  his  reply  to  tbe  Abolitionists  of 
Chicago,  for  they  report  him  to  have  said,  while 
they  were  presenting  to  him  the  necessity  of 
issuing  the  proclamation : 

"Understand,"  says  President  Lincoln,  "I 
raise  r>o  objeoion  on  legal  or  cous»itntional 
ground;",  hut  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  in  time  of  war,  I  suppose  I  have 
a  ritjbt  to  take  any  messure  which  may  best 
subdue  the  enem>."  He  fartiurr  naid  in  the 
courf!«  of  his  conversation  with  them,  in  eub- 
stance,  that  whatever  appeared  to  tie  GO'3's  will 
he  (President  Lincolo)  would  do. 

No%  gentlemen,  I  propose,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, to  present  to  you,  not  my  ideas,  but  what 
are  the  real  id-^af,  of  government  and  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  and  what  is  the 
difference  between  government  and  the  admin- 
istration of  government  ?  To  the  government 
itself,  we  all  owe  loyalty  and  devotion,  (ap- 
plause) and  to  the  government  we  all  owe  alle- 
giance and  fidelity.  Government  is  not  only 
instituted  by  man  for  the  protection  of  man  and 
of  society,  but  government  is  ordained  of  G"d 
to  protect  the  people  from  anarchy  and  to  main- 
tain liberty  and  law  for  the  people.  (Renewed 
applause.) 

ALLEGIANCE   DUE   TO  GOVERNMENT,    NOT  TO  MAN. 

To  that  species  of  government  our  allegiance 
is  due,  and  it  has  been  given  by  the  Whigs  and  by 
the  Democrats  in  Congress  in  freely  voting  miV- 


lious  and  tens  of  railliooft  to  ftuppovfc  the  g'.^T- 
pi-nment  and  the  Constitntioi  of  the  United 
S'^^ates.  It  has  been  given  b;?  the  p"oplfi  of  New 
York  city,  in  tens  of  thousands  of  dollar's  and 
in  thousiinda  of  anldifrs,  voliintreo--^  in  tho 
army  of  the  Dnitod  SUtf?,  for  the  support  of 
the  governniprit ;  and  i-s  volume  and  its  voice 
are  expressed  by  two  Democratic  Generals  fit 
the  bead  of  the  army,  HaUefk,  tbo  Cooamander 

in-Chief,  and  McGlellan, [Protracted  and 

enthusiastic  cheers,  in  which  the  voice  of  the 
speaker  was  lost.]    Government,  in  this  coun- 
trv,  has  its  form  and  embodiment  in  that  writ- 
ten instrument  called  the  Constitut'on  of  the 
United  States.      That   piece  of  "  parchment," 
that  piece  of  "  aheepftkin,"  a'^  it  waa  sneeTing- 
ly    called  by  the  reverend  orator,  on  Sunday 
evening,  that  Constitution  of  the  United  State?,  j 
is  the  written  expre'isJon  sif  the  public  will,  the 
embodiment  of  tho  government,   and  In  that 
Constitution,  which  tou4  is,  vrha,*:,  Magna  Char- 
fa  ia  to  Eaqland,  what  the  habeas  corpus  is  to 
Ene;la.nd  ;  ia  that  inalrunient  ia  our  form  of 
government,  and  that    government    e'zi'iod'es 
four  distinct  branches,— not  alone  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State?,  nor  the  Cabinet  of 
the  President  of  the  United  S-^^a'es,  (an  organi- 
zation altogether  unknown  to  iho  Conetitntion.) 
but  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  than  has 
the  treatymaking  power,  a\ul  that  has  the  con- 
firming power  over  appola^mc-iitfi,  tho  HoiiEie  of 
Eepre«entatives  of  the  United  St atea,  and  last, 
not  least,  aye,  more  powerful  than  all,  the  Judi- 
ciary of  the  United  States.  [Cheers.]  Profident 
Lincoln  i?  no  more  the  govern  mentjtban  y  ou,or  I 
or  anybody  else  ;  he  is  but  a  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment.     [Pi.eR«?.'!7ed  chf5errt.  ]     He  is  but  the 
Executive  power.    He  is  no  more  t^.e  govern- 
ment than  the  Senate,  or  tbe  Housh  of  Repre  • 
eentatives,  and  Justice  T:aiey,  with  his  associ- 
ate Judges,  ia  as  much  a  part  of  tbrt  govern- 
ment as  the  Preaident  himself.    [Applause.] 


MAN  ALLEGIANCE  A  TOEY  IDEA.  ! 

These  are  conetitutionalf.ict?;  this  is  the  writ- 
ten law  of  tho  United  Sta^ei ;  this  is  the  embo- 
died government  of  the  United' Stales,  and  the 
only  government  to  which  I,  or  you,  or  any  De- 
mocrat, or  any  Whig,  bsvft  ever  eworn  alle- 
giance. [Great  cheering.]  Tnis  Btecber  idea 
of  government  ia  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
years  old,  a  product  of  *be  feudal  ages,  the 
darkest  age^  of  Europe.  Biactnn,  tho  lawjer, 
enunciated  it  in  law  La,lin  :  "  Bex  eat  mcarius 
el  Minister  Dei  in  Terra,  owMs  quidem,  suh  eo 
est,  et  ipse  suh  nvllo,  nisi  tanlum  »uh  Deo." — 
The  kingly  idea  of  goven  ment,  in  one  man,  or 
under  one  authority,  with  certain  Divine 
right?,  irresponsible  to  man  on  earth  and 
scarcely  responsi;de  to  God  in  Heaven,  is  tbe 
Tory  idea  of  government ;  the  despotic,  monar- 


chical idea,  never  bePore,  till  in  this  crisis,  this 
new  era,  in'rodu  ed  and  forced  upon  the  un- 
happy peop'e  of  these  United  Spates  of  Ameri- 
ca. ['=  Good,"  and  applause  ]  The  President 
hiinselfiH  but  the  mere  crea*iire  of  the  Consti- 
tnlion  of  the  Uoi-ed  SUtes.  He  never  wa« 
elected  by  the  popular  will,  or  by  the  popular 
voice  ot  the  people  of  the  Uiiitfd  States. — 
["  t*n,  iievev,"  p,nd  great  spplaute  ]  No  never, 
never,  neveb  !    [A  number  of  voices  "Never."] 

MR.   LTNCOIjN     not    PRESIDENT    BY  THE  POPULAR 
VOICE. 

Of  tb.efour  tn'llio-ja  ard  two-third'ri  of  a  mil- 
lion of  rotes  cast  at  tho  lap.t  Presidential  elec- 
tion, Mr.  Lincoln  was  in  the  minority  of  nearly 
a  million,  nmoug  tlie  people  ;  [applause)  and 
though  in  California  and  Oregon,  under  tbe  plu- 
r8,lity  sjstem,  he  received  their  electoral  votes, 
inNi^w  Jersey,  glorious  New  Jtrsoy,  [cheers  for 
New  Jersey,]  he  did  not  receive  the  vote  populw 
or  the  vote  electoral.  Thus,  in  those  three 
northern  Starts  of  the  Union,  a  m8j  .rity  of  the 
people  were  agninst  him,  while  from  the  Sus- 
quf  hanna  to  tho  Rio  Grande,  in  fifteen  other 
States,  not  a  popular,  nor  nn  electoral  vote  was 
given  him. 

MR     LINCOLN   ONLY    PRESIDENT  AS   CREATURE   OF 
THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Neverthfclese,  under  our  consti'utiowal  sys- 
tem in  the  Electoral  College/',  of  the  303  elec- 
toral votel  fcnere,  tbooRh  in  a  popular  minoi'ity 
of  nearly    a  million  of  vo'  es,  be   did   recbive 
186  ekcoral  votes,  twenty-eight  more   votes 
than  were  neeessaiy  lo  «rle«t  him,  the  President 
oft  he  Uriittd  State?,  niidtr  the  Constitution.    I 
repeat,  then,  tho  President  does  not  represent, 
and  nevei  has  repvo^entfcd,  the  popular  will  of 
tho  people  of  the  United  States.     (A  voice — 
"  And  uever  will")    He  ia  tbe  mere  creature  of 
tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  our 
obedience  to  him  as  Executive,   our  fidelity  to 
him  a^  the  Exeyntive,  is  thi'ongt>,and  nnder  ttie 
Constitution  alone.  ("  That  ia  all,"  and  cbeerf.) 
Hence  when  tl!e':e  declaimers  tell  roe,   that  the 
President  it*  tho  governviiout,  and  bts  Cabinet 
are  tbe  goven  ment,  I  show  ihfm  tbe  popula 
vo'e,  audi  repeat  to  ixiem,  that  ttie  President 
hinTi*  If  could  not  be  President,  but  as  he  was 
eltci.ed  and  upheld  by  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
U.  S  ,  and  in  defiance  of  the  popnliir  voice  of 
•he  U.  S.     (Applause.)    Tell  mo  not,  then,  that 
I  may  D0'.,aud  shall  not,discuss  the  measures  of 
an  administration,  or,  that  this  admiuiiitraiion 
is  tne  gov.jrom8at,an;l  that  in  cviticising  the  ad- 
miniotratioa  T  am  guil'y  of  trea-ion  to  the  govern 
men^.  Government  is  a  thing  eternal, and  springs 
from  God  ad  well  as  borii  of  the  iasliucts  of  man, 
but  Mr.  Lincoln  is  but  a  creatucf  ot'the  Constitu- 
tion for  four  years  ordy,  and  the  Cabinet  are 


bnt  creaUires  of  Liucola  And  y^t  the  reveremi) 
BrooMvn  expositor  tells  \i?,  that  the  President 
and  the  Cabiuot  are  the  government  of  the  U. 
S.  (A  voice — "They  are  pret'y  nearly  placed 
oat.")  I  8h»l!,  Ihecbfore,  aa  I  have  a  right, 
disease  frotly  all  the  meaanres  of  the  aduimis- 
tration. 

THE  TABIFF  NOT  1\JK    liEVENUE   ALOME — CAEPET- 
PETING— WOOD  SCBEWS. 

I  ahsll  fipesk  ct  the  tariff,  for  example, 
cost  whit  it  may.  I  shitll  aay  that  the  existing 
tariff  was  not  tiiaJc  for  riiveune,  but  iu  the  main 
for  the  protf  c  ion  of  a  few  monopolizing,  ricb 
and  Wealthy  corpora'or^,  the  moat  of  whom  are 
u  Now  Eastland.  (Appl.iuae.)  I  wjU  aay- and 
I  might  enumerate  many  s'.ich  iuatances — t  hat  in 
the  simple  article  of  the  tapestry  carpet  raami- 
facture,  in  oona<quenco  ol  the  loom  for  the 
manufacture  of  that  urjeoiea  of  oarpetiux  boing 
patented,  the  tariff  law  of  the  United  Siatea 
thro<va  thirty  or  forty  per  cci.t  protection  lor 
every  yaid  of  tapeatry  oaipet  manufacture  iuto 
the  hands  of  two  or  three  woalihy  manufactur- 
ers of  rapes'ry  cirpeting.  ("That'a  ao,  and 
cheerj.")  (A  voice,  "  Simmona  ou  wood 
acrewa.")  Yea,  that  ia  another  of  the  many  il- 
lustrations- 

THE  PUBLIC  LAKDS. 

So  with  the  public  landn.  When  it  was 
neceatsary  to  rai^e  the  tariff  to  iucreaow  the 
protection  lo  these  corporators,  not  for  re- 
venue, but  wnolly  for  the  purpose  of  protection, 
the  jjublic  lauda  were  give'i  away  b^  Congresa 
under  the  pretence  of  a  douatioa  to  tho  poor 
man,  while  upon  thar;  very  poor  man's  tea,  was 
levied  a  duty,  which  makes  it  coat  him  thirty 
to  forty  cents  per  pound  more,  while  the  price 
of  hia  sugar  haa  been  doubled,  the  price  of  hie 
coffee  largely  iucreaaed,  and  taxH.tion  iu  every 
way  and  iu  evtry  possible  auauner  inflicted  upon 
the  conaumbrs  of  produced  acd  the  laboreia 
throDghout  all  the  United  Statea.  (Applause.) 
I  will  say,  too,  that  the  appropriation  of  mil- 
liooa  ot  money  for  a  few  wealthy  corporatora  of 
the  Pacido  railroad  by  Coogreaa  iu  time  of  war, 
was  a  wasteful  oxiTcise  of  the  pow^r  of  appro- 
priating money  when  it  was  necessary  during 
the  war  to  infli.5t  enormou'j  and  gigantic  taxes 
upon  all  claaeea  of  people.     (Chetrs.) 

THE  CtTKEtNCY— PAPEB  MONET  LEGAL  TENDER. 

I  shall  speak,  alao,  of  the  currency  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Tho  creators  o^j^o  Constitution,  our 
fathers,  inteudtd  that  the  people  should  have 
hard  money  aa  the  basis  of  their  buniQess,  only 
hard  money  ;  gold  and  silver  were  tho  people's 
mc^iey.  Hence  gold  aiid  silver  wore  ingrafted 
upon  the  Constitution,  and  the  power  given  to 
Congress  was  only  tho  power  to  coin  money, 
n  ever  to  coin  paptr,  as  money,("  good"  aiid  ap- 


plause,) and  to  stamp  upon  metal.  never,on  pa- 
per, the  value  of  money  ;  the  States  were  for- 
bidden, th.  refore,  lest  they  might  ovei'ride  the 
Constitution,  from  ever  making  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  money  a  legal  tender  for  the 
payment  of  debts  between  man  and  man.  And 
yet,  the  administrative  powers  in  Congress  and 
in  the  Whi^e  House  have  not  only  violated  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  the  coin- 
ing of  milhojs  aud  miUions  of  Treasury  notes, 
but  have  gone  down  to  low  wa^er  mark  and 
have  coined  even  postage  stamps,  not  shin 
plaisters  alone,  but  sticking  plasters  also.  (Great 
anghter.)  Now,  if  human  ingenuity  had  exert- 
ed itaelf  to  invent  or  deviae  the  ways  and 
means  of  deatioying  the  value  of  property  and 
of  labor  aud  of  disturbing  society,  it  need  never 
have  iavented  better  vrnja  and  means  than  have 
been  tLus  invented  by  this  Admitiistration.  The 
man  who  rt^ceives  a  dollar  a  day  for  hia  labor, 
when  gold  ia  twenty  per  cent  premium,  receives 
only  eighty  Ci>nt8  per  diy  for  that  labor.  (That's 
so,  aud  applause.)  The  laborer,  the  painter, 
tho  carpenter,  the  iorger,  the  manufacturer, 
the  foundryman,  who  haa  hia  two  dollars  a  day 
noaainally  lor  labi.'r,  has  ooly  a  dollar  and  sixty 
cents  for  that  labor,  while  upon  hia  tea,  his 
coffee,  hie  sugar,  his  shirdngti,  hi.3  sheetings, 
and  hia  clothing  of  all  kinds,  prices  have  been, 
if  nor  dcubled,  almos';  everywhere  increased, 
thirty  to  forty  per  cent  in  cost.  (That's  so,  and 
renewed  applause, )  Tell  me  not  then,  I  am  not 
lo  discuss  such  measures  of  tho  Administra- 
tion. Who  shall  forciid,  what;  shall  prevent  it  ? 
All  the  ingenuity  aud  devices  ot  Satan  himself 
for  deatrojiog  the  value  of  labor  and  for  cor- 
rnpiing  every  hing  iu  society,  could  not  have 
suggeatod  anything  more  mischievous  and 
damagiDg  than  this  con'uption  and  degradation 
of  the  currency.  The  higher,  nominally,  things 
go,  the  moie  the  Id.bofer  praciically  suffers, 
for  [vhile  the  capitalist,  in  hia  better  knowledge 
of  value  and  of  n.oney,  knowa  how  to  handle 
money  aud  to  exchairgs  valaas,  the  last  thing 
that  rises  m  the  market,  are  the  wages  of  the 
common  day  laborer.  He,  who  haa  a  salai-y  of  a 
thousand  dollars,  has  twenty  percent  of  it  tak- 
en off.  Ho  whose  wagtu  are  twelve  dollars  a 
wetk,  practically  receives  two  dollars  and  forty 
coats  lesa  than  the  contract  was  made  for, 
when  ho  tirat  receiveft  these  atipulated  wages 
for  hia  labor.  (AppUuse )  These,  however, 
are  minor  miittsrs  of  importance,  things  to  be 
but  little  couaidered  when  human  Liberty, — if 
if  nut  human  life,  aio  all  at  stake. 

THE  TWO  PEOCLAMATIOSS— THE  PBOVOST  ITiB- 
SHAL  WAB   OBDEB. 

Thero  have  recently  appeared  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  thia  government  three  docu- 
ments of  the  greatest  importance,  which  it  may 


be  dangerous  freely  to  discuss,  but  which  it  is  I 
not  the  less  our  right  and  duty  fretly  to  dis- 
cuss. These  are,  the  first  Proclamation,  the 
eecond  ProclaniatioM,  and  the  last,  but  not  the 
least,  the  War  Order  from  the  War  Department 
abolishing,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  civil  j  u- 
riadiction  of  the  courts,  and  establishing  in  heu 
thereof,  a  system  of  Provost  Marshals  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  first  Proclamation  of  the  Prefcident  has  in 
it  three  elements,  three  points  vvorthy  of  consi- 
deration. The  first  is  emancipation,  the  second 
IS  a  proposition  for  the  compensation  of  slaves, 
and  the  third  is  the  colonization  of  these 
slaves.  I  propose  as  briefly  as  possible  to  ex- 
amine these  points  in  order.  The  first  thing 
which  strikes  a  man  is,  to  ask,  where  is  the 
grant  of  power  in  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S, 
which  gives  the  President,  but  the  creature  of 
the  Conbtiiution,  authority  to  annul  whole 
States  of  the  Union,  or  the  lawa  acdinstitutions 
of  whole  States  in  that  Union,  and  to  override 
all  laws  for  the  privtection  of  loyal  men,  even  if 
in  disloyal  Sta'es.  No  man  can  rise  and  say,  that 
there  is,  anywhere,  in  our  written  Constitution, 
any  such  authority  "for  the  President  of  the  U, 
S.  to  exercite  any  such  power  as  he  assumes  or 
usurps  in  hisProtilamation,  The  only  authority 
claimed  it,  that  he,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  army — of  the  army  not  in  the  field— jfta- 
grante  hello,  but  as  theoretical  Comoiander-iE- 
Chief  of  the  army,  sifctujg  in  the  White  House 
at  Washington,  has  the  power  to  exercise  any 
authority  which  appears  to  him  best,  or  which 
he  deems  right.  Now,  if  this  be  law,  there  is 
no  security  that  he  may  not  exercise  the  same 
power,  if  he  detms  it  best  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  annul  the  relation  of  ^parent 
and  child,  of  ward  and  guardian,  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  aye, 
all  the  rights  and  obUgations  of  society — for 
he  has  the  same  right  as  Comaiauder-in-Obief 
to  exerc'ije  all  powers  over  the  northern  States 
of  the  Union.  ("  Hear,- hear,"  and  cheers.) 
Who  created  this  creature  of  the  Constitution, 
tne  offspriog  of  a  popular  minority,  who  vested 
and  appointed  him  witli  this  arbitrary  power 
over  thirty  milhons  of  liuman  beings? — (gieat 
cheering,) — a  power,  the  like  of  which,  if  ex- 
ercised in  England,  without  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, would  create  a  revolution  there  in  lorty- 
fcighti  hours,  among  all  classes  of  people  :  a  pow- 
er, which  Napoleon  never  dared  to  exercise  upon 
bis  imperial  throne,  and  which  the  French  peo- 
ple would  never  submit  to,  if  attempted  over 
the  people  of  France?  (Cheers.) 

THE  LAWS  OF  WAB. 

But  there  is  no  such  military  power  under 
the  institutions  of  the  United  Srat*a. 
'Ji^here    are    martial    rights,     laws    of    war. 


but  well  known  and  well  recognized,  laws 
written  of,  in  Grotius,  in  Vattel,  in  Piiffendorf, 
n  our  own  Wheaton,  and  in  our  own  Kent,  and 
nowhere  is  there  recorded  as  giving  to  any 
nominal  Commaodbr  of  an  army,  any  suchi  au- 
thority as  the  President  attempts  to  exercise, 
not  ouly  over  the  people  at  Idrge,  but  ov^r  this 
CoDstiiu'ion  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  cost  what  it  may,  the  use  of 
such  Dower  is  an  arbitrary,  and  despotic  exer- 
cise of  illegal  and  uncoui-ti  utional  power, — 
[Tremendous  cheenng.J  I  will  not  cite  a  hun- 
dred authorities  that  I  could  cite  in  Latin,  in 
French  and  in  Germao,  under  the  civil  law,  as 
old  as  the  days  of  Justinian,  but  I  wi!l  come 
down  to  what  has  been  deemed  high  Bepubli- 
can  authority,  that,  of  John  Quiijcy  Adams. 
Wp  had  like  controversies  with  Great  Britain  in 
1783  and  in  1816,  upon  the  subject  of  slave 
emancipation,  tbac  we  have  now.  Great  Bri- 
tain, pending  the  revolu'ion,  emancipated  and 
abducted  many  slaves  from  Long  Island  and 
elsewhere,  and  carried  those  slaves  to  Nova 
S  'Otia  or  to  ttie  West  Indies,  there  to  be  re-en- 
slaved, and  in  the  war  ot  1812,Great  Britain  ex- 
ercised a  like  power  over  this  slave  property  of 
the  Uniled  S'ates.  John  Quincy  Adam«s,  as  a 
MiniHter  to  England,  as  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  wrote  to  the  British  authori- 
ties that, — 

"  They  (the  British)  had  no  right  to  make 
any  sucti  emancipatiou  promises  to  the  negro. 
The  principle  in,  that  the  emancipation  of  the 
enemy's  slaves  is  not  among  the  acta  of  legiti- 
mate war  ;  an  relates  to  the  owners  it  is  a  de- 
struction of  private  property,  nowhere  warrant- 
ed by  the  usages  of  war." 

"  Nh  such  right  is  acknowledged  as  a  law  of 
war  by  writers  who  admit  any  limitation.  Tne 
right  of  putting  to  death  all  prisoners,  in  cold 
blood,  without  special  cause,  might  as  well  be 
pretended  to  be  a  law  of  war,  or  the  ri«ht  to  use 
poisoned  weapons,  or  to  asaassir-ate." 

This  is  the  language  of  John  Qaincy  Adams, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  British  govern- 
ment, upou  the  subject  of  slaves  emancipated 
during  the  war  of  tne  Eevolutiou  and  the  war 
of  1812.  Under  this  remonstri.nce,  and  i;hrough 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  were  paid  by  the  British  gov- 
ernment, to  the  southern  fclaveholders,  for  pro- 
perty thu!=(  abduced  and  emancipated  du'irg 
*he  war  of  the  Eevolutiou  and  thti  war  of  1812. 
[Applause.]  Hence,  as  the  Proclamation  is  not 
ri^ht  under  the  Constitution,  it  is  no  more 
right  under  the  laws  of  war,  nor  is  it  righ%  to 
the  loyal  men,  in  the  disloyal  States  of  this 
Union. 

MUTUAL  DUTIES  OF  ALLEGIANCE  AND  PKOTECTION. 

Goveroment  has  obligations  and  dtnties  as 
well  as  rights.  It  has  no  right  to  claim  al- 
legiance and  fidelity  from  a  citizen  when  it  can- 
uot  protect  that  citizen,  and  unless  protection 
i^  given,  allegiance  is  not  due.  [Cheers.] 
When  ttie  government  of  the  Uoiced States  fail- 
ed to  exercise  it»  power  for  the  protection  of 
the  loyalists  of  Eist  Tennessee,  of  Virgioia,  of 
Texa  1  and  of  NortlvCarolina,  uader  the  Uw  of 
u aliens  the  people  there  were,  fro  /em,ior  the 
time  being,  absolved  from  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  government,  until  the  govern- 
ment could  re- eotabli»h  its  power.  [Applaute.] 
There  are  two  species  ot  government  under 
which  men  live,  termed  in  l>tw  Latjn,  gov- 
ernments de  f'l.ctu  and  governments  dp  jure,  or 
in  plainer  Eeglish,  existing  governments, 
goverumeuts  ui  point  of  fact,  aud  goverQxueitt«) 


of  right.  Ours  bere  in  these  northern  States 
is  nor.  only  a  f^oveTomentde  facto,  but  a  gov- 
ernment dejure.  Theirw  in  the  Sonth,  nnre- 
CMgnized  by  us  or  the  world — a  mere  govern- 
ment of  rebellion — is  a  }j;overument  de  fnr.to,  not 
a  gnverniuent  de  jure,  till  recognized  by  the 
worlil  and  by  aa.  Now,  even  loyal  people  living 
under  that  hard,  iron,  despotic  govertment,  de 
fac'o,  of  the  South,  are  bound,  obligai>d,  'orotd 
by  love  of  life  and  love  of  pronerty  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  that  govern rcent  till  they  are  emanci- 
pated from  it  by  the  people  of  thene  northern 
States.  A.ud  yet  thi-i  proclamation,  with  one 
fell  blow,  witia  one  fatxl  sweep,  abolishes  the 
rights  of  property  which  every  loyalist  has  in 
Tennessee,  North  Cari)hua,  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
Texas,  or  any wnere,  South.  The  loyalist  and 
th«  rebi-l  are  put  noon  a  par  bv  tLi'4  proclama- 
tion. And  the  loyalist,  it,  for  the  eake  of  his  wife, 
of  bia  children,  and  of  bis  property,  though  his 
heartfelt  jillegiance  may  be  given  to  this  govern- 
ment, thopgh  hia  love  and  devotion  are  all  for 
It,  he  obe>s  this  Crovemment  de  fac'o,  >et  is 
put  under  the  ban  by  tbiM  orocUmation  as 
much  as  if  he  had  been  a  rebel,  ahini/.io,  from 
the  very  beginning,  when  the  r'^beJlion  first 
broke  out,  (Applause.)  Herce,  I  repeat,  the 
prooUmation  is  unconstitut'onal ;  the  pfocla 
mation  is  against  the  laws  of  war ;  (lond  aud 
protracted  cheers  )  the  proclxmation  is  against 
all  well-written  distinctions  of  jurists  upon  the 
subjfcct  of  allesiaooe  and  loyalty  due  goveru- 
meuts,  dejure  aud  de  facto.  (Renewed  cheers  ) 
Excuee  me,gentlemen,  tor  the  heaviuess, the  pro- 
lixity of  this  discussion.  (''  Go  oo,  go  on.")  I 
fear  that  in  entering  into  it  I  am  too  laborious- 
ly d'scussiug  abstract  principles  ;  but  in  these 
times  io  becomes  necessary  to  discuss  these 
plain,  ctnstitutioual,  legal  priociples  audto  show 
that  two  and  two  make  four. 

FEDEEAL  CaMPENSATION  FOB  STATE  SLAVES. 

The  next  proposition  of  the  proclamation 
is  compensation  to  slaves.  Here  I  plant  my 
foot  down  on  the  eiefjs  of  my  fathers,  in 
thie,  and  other  northern  States,  aod  tell 
the  Suuth  to  abolish  slavery  there  as  our 
fathers  did,  and  pay  for  their  siave-t  when 
they  abohsh  the  institution,  and  not  force 
taxation  upon  us  to  pay  for  the  emancipation  ot 
their  slaves      (Applause.)    I  will  not  tax   the 

Soor  man  of  the  .North  nor  the  rich  man  of  the 
orth  to  pay  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  m 
Texax,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  or 
any wotre  else.  Tnere  is  no  fuch  authority  in 
Congress  to  appropriate  money  for  any  such 
purpose  whatever.  All  of  these  northern  States 
Have  abolished  slavery  by  their  own  tree  wil, 
and  under  their  o^^n  laws, have  compensated  the 
people  or  not;  cotnpeuoated  them  as  the  people 
of  the  Sta'es  willed.  And  yet,  the  President 
of  the  United  Siutet,  in  the  exercise  of  the  pow- 
er of  the  Executive,  prouases  to  call  upon  Con- 
gress to  tax  the  peopla  of  the  North  for  the  com- 
pensation of  sUves,  loyal  or  diolojal.  What!  are 
we,  who  are  about  to  be  moxe  and  more  over- 
ridden by  taxation,  to  be  taxed  even  as  the  peo- 
ple ot  England  and  France  are  taxed  on  every- 
thibg  we  eat,  drink,  wear  aud  move  about  in? 
Are  we  to  tax  the  laborer  of  the  NortQ,  earn- 
ing for  bis  family,  a  dollar  or  two  dollars  a  day, 
for  the  emiiucipatiou  of  slaves  in  distant  States 
of  the  Union,  over  whose  local  interests,  over 
whose  municipivl  auihori'ies,  in  whofce  debts  or 
creoits,  or  in  whose  systems  of  government  we 
have  no  earthly  rght  to  exercise  any  power, 
ard  in  which  wo  have  bui  little  Interest? 
(Cueera.)  ^ 


FEDEK  VL  COLONIZ.VTION-  OF   sLAVKM, 

The  next  proposition  of  the  President  is  a 
huge  svstem  of  colonization  for  these  -"laves. 
Coming  ai  he  does  from  the  State  ot  Illinois, 
his  own  Republican  State,  which  gave  him  the 
Republican  vote,  imbued  wi'h  the  idea  of  the 
Western  people, that  thf^y  will  not  have  negroes 
to  live  a'ld  dwell  among  them — he  propo^<es  to 
tax  the  Treasury  of  the  Uoited  S'ates  millions 
upon  millions  to  colonize,  in  Ohiriqui  or  ele>e- 
where,  some  three  or  four  millions  ot  cei^roes,  at 
the  expense  of  the  North.  Why,  never  did  a 
dreamier  idea  putor  the  head,  it  seems  to  me, 
of  any  wild  Utopian  scheming  philosopher. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

The  abduction,  the  emancipation,  the  coloni- 
zation of  four  milUoos  of  human  beings  from 
the  cotton  and  rice  fields  of  the  Sou^h,  from  the 
tropical  districts  of  that  region,  where  only  the 
negro  can  work,  where  the  white  man  cannot 
possibly  labor  under  that  tropical  f-uu,  the  colo- 
nization of  throe  or  foar  millions  of  onue  happy 
human  beings  to  some  foreign  country,  on  some 
*ild  prospect  of  emigration,  aud  the  taxation 
of  twenty  milhoos  of  Nor'heru  people  to  pay 
fheex;jens6sof  this  negro  colouiz*r)ou,i8  utterly 
impossible,  and  never  can  take  place.  What- 
ever the  President  may  say,or  whatever  he  may 
dream  of,  the  Southern  negro  wiil  remain  bere 
in  the  land  of  his  adoption  aud  new  the  land  of 
his  iiU"tb,  and  the  only  qaesti<>u  left  tor  us  to 
settle  is,  whether  remaininir, States  shall  be  left 
untrammelled, unnoticed  andnndisturbed  by  uf , 
as  thty  have  been,  from  the  foundation  ot  the 
goveromeu' ,  or  whether  we  shall  use  the  power 
of  the  army  to  subvert  and  destroy  the  author- 
ity of  their  masters  and  instal  tbt^se  slaves  as 
masters  of  the  Southera  States  of  this  Union, 
("  never,  never,")  and  when  tbus  installed, 
whether  we  shall  have  slave  partnerships 
with  thpin  .' 

NO  SEaBV-GOVliKNMENT  rAKTXEKSHlPS. 

Eor  one,  I  am  readv  to  say  th>i.t  if  the 
time  ever  arises  when  Georgia  ur  Alabama,  or 
Virginia  or  Louisiana  is  governed  by  negrv^es, 
with  a  negro  judiciary,  ntgro  senators  in  Con- 
gress, and  negro  representatives,  it  is  quite 
liwe  tor  the  white  people  of  the  North  to  dis- 
solve partnership  with  any  such  concerD.  (Loud 
cheers.)  All  these, howevtr,are  dreams  of  negro 
litierty,  equality  and  fraternity  ;  and  if  the 
schemes  ot  the  President  are  cirried  out,  there 
must  inevitably  follow,  what  the  Aohtionists 
now  demand  of  nim,  the  arming  'if  the  slaves, 
their  adaption  into  the  army  of  the  United 
S'ates,  and  our  recognition  of  them, not  only  aa 
fellow  soldiers,  but  as  fellow  citizens  al- 
so. (A'.-iplause  and  lau{,'hter.)  In  Louis- 
iana, there  are  now  thousand  of  slaves 
supported  on  government  rations,  and  every 
negro  costs  the  U.  S,, forty  cents  a  day  for  his  ra- 
tion. Something  must  be  doue  wiih  these  ne- 
groes. iTne  Abolitionists  propose  to  bring  them 
into  the  army  of  the  United  States.  This  is  no 
new  proposition,  A  like  proposition  was  made 
two  years  ago,  in  the  S'-ate  of  New  York — the  be- 
giuninK  of  ihat  idea,  to  give  negro  cuflVage  to 
negro  voters,  and  though  this  was  a  Republican 
State,  going  for  Mr.  Lincoln  by  fifty  thousand 
majority,  the  Reput>hcanB  themselves  had  good 
sense  enough  to  vote  down  that  proposition  by 
an  immeaee  miij  nity.  But  what  mean  these 
propositions  ?    They  are  DOthing  new.    Let  lu 
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THE  UEGRO  PABTNEKSHIP  G'.VEKNMDNT  IN  bPAK 
ISH  AMEBICA. 

Look  at  Spanish  America.  Spanish  America 
was  seitlf d  bv  the  lofty  and  proud  Hidalgos  of 
Spain  ;  New  England  was  settled  by  the  Puri- 
tans ;  Jamestown,  Virginia,  by  a  different  class 
of  people,  not  Pari'aus,  not  all  Chevaliers,  as 
some  of  them  claim,  not  all  gentlemen,  but 
many  of  them  far  different  from  gentlemen. — 
There  th'  ee  clasf  es  of  people  settled  on  thi* 
Contioent  of  America  ;  the  Paritans  in  the  East, 
Chivalry,  say,  in  the  centre,  aad  S^anioh  Atner- 
icans  lu  the  South.  God  never  made  a  nobler 
race  of  men  man  the  old  SpanisbHidalgos.  True 
to  their  lojalfy,  true  to  thtir  Ood  and  king, 
they  carried  their  old  flag  from  tlie  banks  of  iho 
Guadalquiver,  far  aoronn  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
from  the  shores  of  Florida  through  S  >uth 
America  to  rafagonia,aod  from  thence  to  Chili, 
Peru  and  Galitoruia,  or  across  the  CordillerHS. 
They  went  up  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and  eveiy 
where,  faithtul  to  their  God  ana  king,  thi?y 
carried  this  old  flan  of  Spain  lu  glory  from 
th«  Atlantic  to  the  Pacifio  ocean.  [Applause.] 
As  long  as  the  pure  white  blood  of  8p-iin  courstd 
in  their  veins,  they  were  an  unconquerable  and 
invinci'  Id  people  The  lofty  armaOas  of  Eng- 
land, the  pi'oud  Drakes  of  our  ancestors  ,  the 
fleets  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Queeu  Aune, 
all  thundered  in  vain  against  this  pure  white 
blood  of  the  Spanish  people.  But  when  Spain 
committed  the  error  of  marrjing,and  intermar- 
rying with  the  Icidiau  and  wuh  the  negro,  when 
Spain  adopted  into  her  armies  the  black  hlood 
of  the  negio,and  the  copper  blood  of  the  Indian, 
then,  no  longer,  d:d  the  pure  white  blood  or 
Spam  rule  in  glowing  grandeur  from  the  moun- 
tain peaks  of  the  Andes,  but  the  ne>>ro  and  the 
Indian  at  last  roE<e  up,  and  drove 
out  the  lofty  Hidalgo  to  the  home 
whence  he  emigrated,  so  that  now,  when  a 
northern  or  a  sou'heru  liegiment,  as  in';.recent 
Mexican  wars, stood  before  the  mulatto  of  Swaio, 
its  mongrel,  negro,  and  copper  blood,  one  tierce 
look  of  ot  a  northern  or  southern  man  would  do- 
molish  a  whole  regiment  of  such  mongrels. 
Aud  jet,  the  propooitionof  the  Abolitionists  is 
to  arm  our  negroes,  to  introduce  them  into 
our  armies,  to  take  you  and  me,  by  draft  and 
conscription,  from  our  wives  and  children,  and 
march  us  to  the  Mi-^sisuippi,  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der, with  this  seething,  sooty  negro.  [Ap- 
plause. ] 

FELLOW  (negro)  SOLKIEKS  MUST  BE  EELLOW- 


There  is  a  philosophy  in  arming  negro  men, 
and  none  know  it  bettor  than  i  ho  Abolitionists. 
Whomsoever  50U  tight  tide  by  side  with, whoever 
is  your  fellow  soldier,  is  your  fellow  man,  who- 
ever meets  you  f  *co  to  face  with  the  enemy,  with 
h'm,  you  must  share  the  right  of  suffrage,  the 
rights  of  society,! he  ligjit  of  domicil.  You  must 
sit  on  juries  with  him  and  you  must  elect  him  to 
office.  He  becomes  here,  aa  in  Spanish  America, 
jour  equal  in  society  aud  before  the  eye  ot  the 
law.  1  seorn  Abulitionists  for  theii*  hypocrisy 
in  the  North,  fur  while  ihey  preach  the  ecjuality 
of  the  negro,  they  will  not  sit  side  by  mde  with 
him,  in  the  same  pew,  or  even  in  the  same 
church.  They  will  not  worship  God  scarcely  at 
the  fame  altar.  They  bitrv  him  away  in  some 
corner,  thsy  hide  him  in  some  dark  gallery,  and 
when  God  has  removed  him  from  the  earth,  I 
trust  to  a  better  world,  instead  of  honoring 
him  in  the  grave  with  some  cqaaUty,they  put  him 
away  in  a  aark  corner  of  a  Potter's  Field.  They 


will  not  marry  or  intermarry  with  negroeS.  I 
cannot  persuade  my  friends  of  the  Tribune  to 
make  negroes  associate  editors  with  them  ;  I 
cannot  iuduce  them  to  employ  negro  reporters, 
compositors  er  pressmen,  and  yet  tbey  preach 
neRvo  eqiihl'^v  a.iid fraternity  out  of  the  Tribune 
domain.  [*' How  are  you,  Gretleiy,  and  the  white 
coat  and  hat  ?"  followed  by  hisses  for  Greeley.] 

THS  PKOCLAMATION,    NO  2. 

Let  U3  look,  now,  at  Proclamation  No.  2.  I 
approach  this  topic  with  more  apprehension 
thin  I  have  any  of  the  others,  for  there  is  more 
threat  in  itt<  promulgation.  ["  Don't  be  afraid, 
KO  on."]  Thin  prodamation  is  a  c-.roJlary  of 
Proclamation  No.  1.  Ic  substantially  says  to 
the  free  white  people  of  the  North,  if  you  discuss 
and  agitate  this  subject,  of  emancipation,  if  you 
make  war  agaiostthe  Administration  upon  ibis 
subject,  you  shall  be  incarcerated  in  Fort  La 
Fayette.  ["Go  on,  let  them  try  it."]  The  pro- 
clamation forbids  all  disloyal  practices,  aud 
among  other  thiEgf,  states,that  aU  people  who 
are  guilty  of,  disloyal  practices  shall  be  sub- 
JBCtfcd  to  njartial  law.  But  who  is  to  judge  of 
this  guilt  of  disloyal  jjractices  V  The  conrrs 
ot  law — judges  and  juries?  O,  no«  ["Dick 
Biisteed  "]  The  Provost  Marshal  ot  the  city  of 
New  York,  Superintendent  Keuufdy,  the  head 
of  the  police.  [Hisses.]  And  it  I  have  an  ene- 
my and  that  social  enemy  approaches  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal  and  whispers  that  I  am  guilty 
of  disloyal  prac  ices,  he  having  studied  into 
the  secrets  of  some  family  circle,  the  Provost 
Marshal,  without  process,  withoutjudgeor  jury, 
can  call  to  his  aid  two  thousand  policemen,  aua 
can  arrest  H.nd  incarcerate  me  in  Fort  La  Fay- 
ette, aofl  I  am  there  beyond  the  hope  of 
habeas  corpus  and  the  protection  of  law. 
("No,  never.")  There  are  two  points  in  the 
Pre damation.  First  is  the  suspension  of  the 
civil,  and  the  estabhshmeut  of  martial  l*w,  and 
the  second  is  the  siiapenaion  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus. You  all  know  what  the  civil  law  is — 
judge*,  janes,  courts,  and  the  processes  by 
which  you  have  been  accustomed  to  see  law  ad- 
ministered, but  the  m>irtial  law  you  do  not 
know.  It  has  been  our  hapjiy  lot,  einoe  the 
foundation  of  this  government,  never  before 
now  to  know  wh  t  martial  law  was  in  this  coiin- 
try,and  we  can  not  know  whatitisnow,bat  as  we 
read  of  it  in  the  history  of  despotic  governments 
over  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Martial  law  is  the  law  of 
the  bulletjthe  law  of  the  drum  head  court, of  the 
epaulette,  the  absolute  law,the  law  from  which 
there  is  no  court  of  appeal,  but  to  thejurisdictioa 
of  which  there  must  be  imnlicit  obeaience  ;  and 
redemption,  from  which  there  ia  no  hope  for, 
except  a(  the  pleasure  of  the  administrators  of 
that  marti*!  law.  The  next  point  in  that  Pro- 
clamation is  the  suspension  of  the  iinbeas  cor- 
lyus. 

THE  AliilOGATION   0J.<-   2L1GNA   OHAETA. 

Now,  friends,  there  are  certain  Latin 
words  which  come  down  to  us  from  the  history 
of  our  tatherc, almost  madeEoglish  by  constant 
use,  which  cannot  well  be  tranolated,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  are  full  of  meaning.  All  Engbsh 
liberty,  and  all  our  liberties  aa  descendants  of 
EogUshmen,  come  Irom  what  is  called  Mxana 
Gharta.  It  was  extorted  by  the  barons  of  Eog- 
land  from  their  despotic  King  John,  in  the  year 
1215,  for  ihomcelves  and  their  serfs,  under  the 
threat  of  the  Kword,  it  he  did  not  sign  that  great 
charter  for  English  liberty,  from  which  nave 
spinng,  in  the  main,  all  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  Englishmen.    Fron%thence  comes  our  right 
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of  trial  by  jui\v,  aud  our  secnrity  in  the  poases- 
sioa  of  our  property.  "  I^uihis  liber  homo  ca- 
piptur  vel  impn.sonetvr,''-  "NuFieeman  shall  be 
takeu  t>r  imprit<oi)Ki.  "No  Freemau  shall  be 
diaseir-od  of  iiia  freehold.  iTT)prl^oned  aud  con- 
demned, but  by  jiidgoient  of  aid  Poer^'.or  by  the 
law  ot  the  laud."  That  is  ihe  right  and 
the  liberty  which  the  Eoglish  people  have 
had  frince.  Anno  Domino,  1215.  Now,  lor  the  tiret 
time  here,andoi)lv  witnoc(iafiODale>ccept)oni»,in 
thehistory  of  English  liberty,we  are  deprived  of 
this  }ight,  oftrsai  by  jury;  we  are  seized,  ar- 
rested aud  imprisoned  without  auy  adjadicatioo 
of  a  jury  upon  our  Bins,  or  itiquifibrt,  ou  any 
allegidons  which  may  be  made  bgainst  us,  aud 
our  property  may  be  seized  or  di^tturbed  with- 
out any    adjudication    wbateoever.     (Shame.) 

THE  NUIiLIFICATICN  OF    HABEAS  CORPUS. 

There  followed,  in  the  reign  of  the  two 
Charkeea  ot  England,  (deppoiic  kings,)  what 
is  called  the  writ  of  hahen<i  corpux,  the 
right  which  an  Eap.lish  sutject  had,  wheu- 
ever  he  was  taken  prisouei,  and  incarcer- 
ated in  a  juil,  to  have  a  wric  Iroin  a  Judge 
ot  the  Court  of  King's  BeucD,  coramauding 
the  j-iilor  to  bring  the  body  of  tnat  euujecr,  be- 
fore him,  to  have  his  case  adjudicated  upon,  ac- 
cordiog  10  the  laws  ot  Euglaud.  And.  yet,  that 
which  has  been  English  lioerr.y  since  lohe  days 
of  the  dirk  agen,  (1215,)  tliat  which  tbe  despotic 
Kings  of  England,  the  two  Charlei-es,  accord- 
ed, one  ot  whom  was  executed  for  his  tyranny, 
and  his  government  suppressed  by  Oromwell— 
that  which  our  father  a  have  htici  since  their 
reign,  is  now  subverted,  overthrown,  den'royed, 
by  a  mere  prodamatiou  from  the  Preiiident  or 
the  U.  S.,  annulling  both  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury  and  the  ha'ie-js  corpus,  t)y  whicJi  ev^ry 
person  has  a.  righi;  to  know,  before  some  jadi<e, 
why  he  has  been  incarcerated.  The  Preaideut, 
claims  that  he  has  authority,  under  tno  Consti- 
tution, to  issue  this  power  of  suijpendiug  the 
habeas  corpus.  Believe  you  that  Washington, 
rebelling  atjainr^t  the  tjranny  ot  the  executive 
power  ot  King  George,  tnat;  Madison,  Jefferson, 
Frauklio,  old  John  Adams,  or  any  ot  i  he  fa- 
thers of  the  Revohttiou,  ever  created  a  CcnKii- 
tution  by  which  one  mere  man,  having  the 
same  flesh  and  blood,  that  you  aud  I  have,  is, 
without  ac,  of  C')tjgrees,  to  have  authority  over 
thirty  millions  of  people  ?— that  he  can  take  any 
of  .von,  bv  day  or  by  iiight,  from  your  wiv.is  and 
children,  and  incarcerareyon  in  Fort  La  Fayette 
or  Fort  Warren,  beyond  alt  hopeof  redempuon  ? 
("Ititamous.")  Never  did  toe  framersoftie 
Couatituiion  give  or  grant,  {■uch  powers  to  the 
Executive  otmeU.  S.  ("We  Mill  nevir  stand 
it.")  If  it  were  given,  there  is  no  liberty  any 
longer  for  the  people  of  the  U.  8.,  for  that  Exe- 
cutive has  but  by  the  exercise  ot  aroitrary  potv- 
er  to  involve  this  country  in  war  with  Eof^Und  or 
France,  aod  in  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus,  After  ci-ea,'iag  an  army  of  a  million  cf 
meu,  to  ride,  rough  Bood.over  ruirty  millions  of 
hitherto  tree  wtiiw  men.  ("Never,  uever."> — 
Our  own  Judge  Hall,  in  the  western  partot  the 
Stafe,  but  tne  other  day  liberated  a  person,  a 
reverend  gentleman — who  may,  or  may  not, 
have  bren  guilty  of  something,  I  know  not 
wnat — on  a  haoeai  corpus,  and  lu  doing  en,  de- 
clared tha*^,  as  Congre.-s  had  given  tne  Presi- 
dent no  such  power,  he  had  no  such  power. 
(App'anse  )  Notwitnstaodlr;g  this  decicioa  of 
Judge  H*ll,  this  person  w&a  taken,  the  moment 
he  was  Unerased  (a  white  man  kidnapped)  to 
the  Central  Railroad  depo^  put  in  a  freight  car, 
isolated  from  the  people,  and  secredy,  and 
stealthily  taken  from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  ihonce 


to  Washington,  a  S'ate  prisoner,  (Shame.) 
And  they  t«ll  me  that  for  this  free  speech,  this 
tree  8,nd  fundamental  discnseion  of  all  these 
thingp,  I  may  be  imprisoned  and  iucarcera^- 
ed.  ("Nj,  yon  won't.")  But  I  do  not  at  all  feel 
certain  t  hat  one  or  two  thonsaud  policemen  may 
not  take  me  any  hour  of  the  day  from  the  midst 
ot  my  ffllow-citizens,  aud  incarcerate  me.  (Nev- 
er," and  protracied  chters.) 

(A  man  in  the  audience  proposed  three  cheers 
for  Judge  Hall,  which  were  enthutiastically  giv- 
en.) 

WHAT  IS  TO  BE  DONE  ? — GO  TO  THE  BALLOT-BOX 

Now,  fellow-citizens,  I  dare  say  I  shall  be 
asked  by  R-puDliuans,  after  these  cotnplaintB 
agaiust  the  administration  of  the  government, 
"  What  are  we  to  do  ?"  If  this  country  was  liot 
in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war,  I  would  have  no  hes- 
itancy in  sayitig,  as  Patrick  Henry  said,  in  the 
Revolution,  "RH(.i(«iance  to  tyrants  is  obeai- 
ence  toGou."  (Enthusiastic  and  long  continued 
cheering.)  (Capt.  Rynders — "  Three  cheers  for 
that,  if  It  is  the  last  cneers  that  ti-nt-meo  have  to 
give."  The  cheers  were  given.)  What  are  we  to 
doV  (An  auditor — "Wnere  are  the  tyrants?" 
"Puth'mont.")  All  I  propose  to  do  is  toappealto 
the  bd.llot-box.  Thut  has  tiithertobfen  a  suffici- 
ent court  of  appeal  for  all  thu  people  of  ihe  Uuit- 
edS  ates.  If  they  will  permit  u»  to  have  i',  arouse 
and  inspire  yonrselves  for  action  at  the  ballot 
box.  (Applause.)  Tljo  ballot  box  is  your  only, 
your  lofty  and.  Buhlime  retnudy.  ("Will  they 
let  us  have  the  ballot  box?")  Go  to  the  ballot 
box  and  mak^  a  trial  there  tor  ilie  redemption 
of  this  people  irom  all  impending  slavery.  For 
the  present,  protest  iouoly  ajjamst  all  ibis  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  power.  ("  We  will  to  it,")  If 
I,  or  auy  of  your  fehow  citizens  be  imprisoned, 
do  as  the  French  did  in  the  midst  of  the  Revo- 
lution, form  large  processions  with  the  tkI  cap 
oflibtrtyufted  over  every  ireeiuan'shead,  (great 
applause)  march  to  the  Baarileunarnoed,  a^dou 
bended  knees,  if  necessnry,  impl  re  tne  com^ 
mandorio  libi-rate  your  fellow. oi'izon.  ("No, 
[levhi  in  America.")  Freemen  should  always,  be- 
fore resorting  lo  any  uitim,a  ratio,  xn^tviou,  beg, 
a'jd  implore.  There  are  rights  aurt  obligntions 
in  a  country  hke  this,  as  long  as  the  ballot  box 
is  open  for  the  redress  of  wrongs.  ('You 
are  right.")  When  you  have  assemoled  before 
this  Bastile,  read  to  ihe  epaulettes,  in  the  lofty 
sonorous  Latin  ot  the  dark  ages,  tho  Mag- 
na Charta  of  your  Eogiish  fathers,  thunder 
the  habeas  corpus  in  the  ears  of  your  fVllow  cit- 
izens and  soldiers,  and  then  reai,  and  re-read 
there,  the  Cousdtution  of  the  United  Stages, 
which  gaaranrees  to  every  man  the  right 
of  tree  speech,  of  free  oiacussion,  tiial  by 
jury,  and  security  fir  his  property  and  person. 
(Cheers, )  Fellow  ci'izens,  I  did  not  come  here 
only  to  complain  at>aiost  the  aomiiii-<tratiou  of 
the  government  this  evening,  but  also  to  lay  be- 
fore you, in  this  free  speech  Uia'.  I  am  makiog,my 
ideas  upon  the  subjec,  ot  this  war.  I  have  no 
sympaiihy  with  rebellion  iu  any  shape  or  form 
whatsoever.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
S'atesonce  was  enough  for  our  southern  coun- 
trymen, the  CongroBS  of  the  once  Ucited  States 
afforded  every  remedy  for  the  redreis  of  their 
grievances  nndtr  taat  Constitution.  They 
were  terribly  provoked  and  .goaded,  bu*;  thefr 
duty  was,  wich  the  Senate  of  tne  United  States, 
theirs,  with  the  House  of  Representatives,  al- 
most theirs,  with  the  Judiciary,  theirs  ;  their 
daty  was,  to  do  what  I  urge  upon  50U,  *hi^  eve- 
ning, to  petition  and  to  go  to  the  oallot  box. 
The  right  of  petition  is  the  birth-right  of  every 


American.  The  Ballot;  Box  is  the  "remedy  for 
every  American.  Arms,  artill'^ry,  the  Cartonch 
Bnx,  are  not  elemeutfi  of  American  progress  or 
civUizatioD.  [Cbeer«.]  I  have  my  owu  ideis 
on  this  war.  I  wirih  I  conld  nxpresM  r.hem  freely 
here.  ["Speak  out."]  No,  no,  I  «ha,ll  iion  »peak 
out,  •vben  armies  HreconteadiD)?,  when  fraternal 
biood  is  being  shed.  But  (here  tlm  speaker  paus- 
ed fome  time,  as  if  considerini?)  thiH  I  will  say, 
I  was  horn  iuche  State  of  Maiue.  Oa  one  side 
is  the  Bririsb  proviufe  of  Nova  Scoiia  and  on 
the  other  is  that  of  Lower  Canada,  with  widn 
navigable  rivers,  openiDg  the  S'ate  to  the 
navies  of  the  world;  and  vet  there  is  such  an 
unconquerable,  mvi-icible,  AntdnSaxou  spirit, 
and  sucti  abigb  xense  oflndependenee  there  thai 
I  do  not  believe  Eogls.nd, France  a.ndthe  United 
S'.ates  together,  co aid  ever  sut'jo gate  the  peo- 
ple. Sahjagation  or  exlerminat^ion  is  not  ao 
American  idea  ;  it  is  not  a  theory  to  whicii  the 
Aoglo-Saxon  blood  in  our  veins,  will  ever  sur- 
render. If  tbe  oain  of  subjugation  were  forced 
upon  tbe  citizen  of  Maine,  he  would  strike  at 
tbf'  administrator  of  that  oath  in  the  r^-^ar ; 
but  whoever  held  out  to  him  the  rights  oi 
self  government,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  he,  with  »  single  regi- 
ment from  New  York,  or  elaewliere,  could  bring 
back  all  tbe  people  of  Maine  to  their  obedieiicu. 
I  do  not  propose, if  any  may  draw  such  an  iafer- 
ence,thati  we  shall  ever  surrender  our  Constitu- 
tiou  and  government  to  the  rebels  of  the  south- 
ern States,  liut  I  propose  to  carry  on  the  war 
upon  a  diUerevit  principle — with  the  sw^rd  in 
the  right  hand,  and  the Constitutiou  iti  the  leff^ ; 
(great  applause,)  and  under  that  panoply 
and  protection,  not  a  miJUon  of  soldiers, 
but  two  hundred  t.honsand  will  crush  out 
and  ex'.!r«r:iiis'<>  i'i)  Mouthein  rehelhon.  li 
it  be  uGceesary  for  the  sul  jogation  of  thtsl 
cradle  ol.'  rebellion,  where  ihjs  unholy  war 
first  began,  where  tbe  proud  flag  of  our 
country  wan  first,  struck  down  by  rebel  cannon, 
if  volunteers  be  called,  to  re-hi-ist  that  flag  there, 
I  think  I  may  say,  two  milliooH  of  volunteers 
would  go  from  the  Northern  Stales.  (Cheers. ) 

EXTERIOR    ntTTTKS,   THE    MAIN   DUTIES   OF  THIS 
G0V1!:BNMK:MT. 

Mytheoi-y  ofthewH.r,  ihe/i,  istouseonly  tiho>e 
powers  which  the  (3otiStitntion  given  us.  And 
tor  what  wat)  our  Cotjatitution  lUHinly  formt-d  ? 
What  were  its  purposes?  In  thu  Kxabi,  exterior 
purposes, — pnrpOKe^■,  out  of,  and  beyond  the  do- 
main of  ihe  United  States.  It,  was  commerce, 
self-interest,  I  hat  created  tne  guverninent  of 
the  United  Staces  ;  it  was  the  desire  oC  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Ooe^apeake  Bay  t(i  have  free  trade 
with  the  Hudson  River  ;  ii.  w«,h  The  desire  of  the 
people  of  Bhode  Inland  t.o  iniport  »r-ci  export 
from  South  Carolina  withouf.  ciisloms.  Free 
trade,  free  commerce,  and  sejf  interct^t  wore  tho 
main-t-uriug^,  which,  in  1787,  formed  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Sta*ee.  In  the  praaecution 
of  this  war  1  would, then,  have  tbe  f:;overnmt!i.it 
hold  on  to  New  Orleans,  re;>0r'S6«8  Mobile,  take 
Gdlvtston,  conq'ier  or  sutjuga-te  CbaHestron  at 
any  expense.  Lot  tho  government  hoUl  onto 
all  the  Southern  ports  for  the  collection  of  reve- 
nue. To  have  unity  in  the  Custom  House,  at 
home,  and  unity  for  Foreign  affairs,  abroad,  were 
the  main  purposes,  for  which  this  Oovernmeiit  w.ls 
formed. 


FORTIFY  AND  HOLD  GREAT  RAILROAD  AND  RIVER 
POSTS. 

I  would  have  the  army  ot  the  Unied  States 
occupy  the  great  points  of  the  Mississippi  river 
and  thecaroinal  points  on  the  railroads,  and  I 
would  have  tho^e  points  fortified,  aod  then  I 
would  lea.ve  the  rebellion  tba's  surroundea  to 
sting  itself  to  death,  to  crush  itseU  out  by  the 
vjo](-!nce  of  its  owu  venom.  (Applause.)  This 
geographical  war  of  overrunning  a  peocle,  whose 
terri'ory  s '.retches  fro  in  the  Potoma?'.  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  nrotecfed  iumany  p'f.rts  by  an  infernal 
climate — this  idea  of  ovsrrnnning  with  Northern 
people  not  habituated  to  that  climate,  toat  vast 
extent  of  tenutoroy,  is  a.  theory  T,ha% in  'heend, 
must  f^il.  Our  great  duty  cer*aiuly  19,  not  to 
rest  till  the  Cons<.itut,ion  of  the  United  States  is 
re-es'ablished  and  the  Union  restored  as  it  was, 
uot  as  the  Abolitionit'ts  would  have  it.  Let  no 
roan,  therefore,  pervert  what  I  sav.  I  have  no 
sympathy  eith'rr  with  treason  or  secession,  I 
abhor  swcessiouism  and  Abolitionism,  liosta. — 
(Great  apolause.)  I  have  no  more  respect  for 
Wendell  Phillios  than  I  have  for  .Teff  Davis. 
Tefi".  David  is  but  a  rebel  not  two  years  old,  and 
vVondell  Phillips  U  a  rebel,  by  his  own  confes- 
aon,  fventy  jea.rs  old  and  more.  (Laughter  and 
'jitplanse.) 

OPHOLD  THE  CONSTITUTION,  BOTH  NORTH  AND 
S'lUTH. 

Fellow-' citizens,  I  have  detained  yoa  too  long, 
y  No,  no,  go  on, "J  but  I  fel'i  it  my  duty  to  dis- 
r.isB  the  cardinal,  primary,  fuodamentitl  prin- 
eiules  of  this  government,  and  unlcMs  they  are 
maijjtiMued  and  vindica,  ed,  wo  shall  become 
her-^  ''^'^■'•''  o!].'v:r  -fltipaulici  ban?  •bten,  itie 
\i.tiior?i  I  tyraouy  ».nd  despotism.  Tutn  over 
the  nages  of  histiory,  full  ot  '.hn  r.ombs  atid  sep. 
ulchrea  of  Refxiblic-^  that  hiiive  falloM.  Wuh 
the  exception  of  the  little  Bepublic  of  San  Mari- 
no,on  a  peak  of  the  Appenines,  we  ate  the  only 
Kepuhhc  onthoiace  of  thta  broa.d  eartJi.  We 
»re  tryuig  two  groat  ex perimouts — brst,  if  the 
proDunciaasentt)  of  a  people,  disaaiii-fl -d.  with 
rije  conati'ritional  remit  of  au  eleeti'iu  cun  sub- 
vert the  goverrtinent,  and  so-'oidly,  !'■  tAr3;ats  in 
heart  and  in  spirit,  can  fasten  upon  us,  by  mere 
paper  Proclamation,  a  tyranny  which  will  put 
our  Eepuolic  in  the  same  ca>:gory  of  the 
tomba  aud  sepulchres  of  all  orhirr  Eepuhlios 
that  h*\'»  gone  he  lore  n..  [''Nhv.m,  never."] 
Fi'eedom  is  a  precious  boiii,  a  bi'Mhrighi;  be- 
yond all  price  and  calculatiou.  Demagogues, 
tyrants  and  monitrctiiBts,  the  eari.ti  uver,  in 
Europe  as  well  as  here,  are  using  all  their  cun- 
uiag  to  subvert  f>ee  institutions  and  the  great 
priiiC!()1'^:«  of  human  liberty.  If,  in  our  hostility 
io  j'ebelli.'n,  we  forget  our  own  righ's  and  our 
own  liberties,  we  are  untrue  to  the  sacred  trust 
wtjicu  our  fathers  haoded  down  to  u->,  io  the 
tJonstitut'oa  and  in  » he  Declaration  ov  Indepen- 
dence. Lwt  me  end,  then,  by  repeitiog,  now 
more  important  than  ever  to  be  impressed  upon 
the  northern  mind,  tbe  seutimenf.  of  a  great 
noithein  statot-man,  in  trying  tiaies  before, 
"  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and  forever,  one  ana 
inseperable." 

Ml-.  Brooks  resum'-^dhis  seat,  amid  enthusias- 
tic cheers. 
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